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BLAENAVON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Area  of  District 
Rateable  Value 

Estimated  net  product  of  Id  rate 
Population  (Estimated:  mid  1950) 

Birth  rato  por  1,000  population  (1949) 

Birth  rate  por  1,000  population  (1950) 

Number  of  live  births  (1949) 

Number  of  live  births  (1950) 

Number  of  illegitimate  births  (1949) 

Number  of  illegitimate  births  .(1950) 

Number  of  still  births  (1949) 

Number  of  still  births  (1950) 

Number  of  .deaths  (1949) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (1949) 

Number  of  deaths  (1950) 

Death  rato  per  1,000  population  ( 1950 ) 

Infant  mortality  rato  (1949) 

Infant  mortality  rato  (1950) 

Phthisis  doath  rate  per  1,000  population  (1949) 
Phthisis  death  rate  per  1,000  population  (1950) 


4,612  acres 
£34,200 

£123. 15s. 7.83d1 
9.981 

15.5 
15.0 
155 
150 
4 

6 

l 

2 

4 

137 

13.7 

144 

14.4 

51.6 
13,3 
0.30 
0.40 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Modi cal  Officer  of  Health  to  tho  Urban 
District  Council  of  Blaonavon . for  tho  year  ending  December 
31st,  1950. 


Vo  the  Chairman  & Members  of  tho  Blaonavon  Urban  District  Counci!)  . 

Hr.  Chairman,  Miss  Lewis  A Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  the  Urban  District  of  Blaonavon  for  tL 
year  ending  31.12.50,  has  been  compilod  in  accordance  with  Articles 
5(3)  and  17(5)  of  tho  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations, 
1935,  and  as  requested  in  circular  112/50  (Wales),  dated  6,12.50. 
of  the  Wolsh  Board  of  Health. 

r v 13 ocation  of  the  Area  Medical  Officer’s  time  as  between  the 
Me inmoutn shire  Count y 0 ouncil  and  tho~Drban  DTstricts  of  Pontypool 
ar ^ Blaonavon 0 

Since  the  tine  of  my  last  report  there  has  been  a re-allocatlun 
of  the  Area  Medical  Officer's  time  as  between  the  Urban  Districts 
c Rontypool  and  Blaonavon  and  tho  Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

This  was  a welcome  change  as  it  afforded  the  Area  Medical  Officer 
^ ...0  variety  in  his  work  by  allowing  him  to  keep  in  touch,  oven  ir 
only  in  a sma-1!  way,  with  the  clinical  side  of  medicine  instead  of 
jolr.g  engaged  on  environmental  hygiene  alone.  The  re-allocation 
of  ft  0 Medical  Officer's  time,  which  took  effect  from  January  1st 
1350,  assigned  six  elevenths  to  the  Pontypool  Urban  District,  two 
elevenths  to  the  Blaonavon  Urban  District  and  three  elevenths  to 
hie  Monmouthshire  County  Council.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
c eiginal  time  allocated  to  this  Authority  was  not  disturbed  and 
that  the  County  Council’s  portion  was  raised  from  one  eleventh 
to  three  elevenths . The  three  elevenths  allocated  to  the  County 
C.uncil  arc  divided  between  one  day  spent  in  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
each  week  and  half  a day  each  week  on  the  administration  of  tho 
decentralised  health  services  of  the  Local  Health  Authority,  i.c., 
Homo  Help  Service,  District  Nursing,  County  Midwives,  Medical 
Appliances,  Immunisation  and  Vaccination,  attendance  at  meetings 
of  the  No. 7 Area  Health  Sub- Commit too  and  other  sub-committees 
thereof. 
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General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  as  at 
mid.  1950  was  9,981,  of  whom  868  were  in  the  0-4  and  1389  in  the 
5-14  year  age  groups. 

Estimated  population  (mid  1950)  of  adjacent  Urban  Districts. 

Abergavenny  M.B.  8,534  Aborcarn  18,680  Abertillery  27,900 

Bcdwcllty  28,930  Cwmbran  13,070  Ebbw  Vale  29,370 

Monmouth  M.B#  5,601  Tredegar  20,360  Pontypool.  42,850 

The  groat  majority  of  the  workers  in  the  district  are 
engaged  in  heavy  industry,  such  as  coal  mining  and  stool  works, 
while  many  travel  daily  to  other  districts  to  their  place  of 
work  further  down  the  valley. 

The  Blaonavon  Urban  District  is  situated  at  the  top  Of 
the  Eastern  valley  and  is  adequately  served  by  road  and  rail 
transport . 


Rainfall. 

The  District’s  rainfall  for  the  year,  which  was  taken 
in  the  grounds  of  No. 2 Reservoir,  was  as  follows:- 


Tan. 

1.23  inches 

July.  8.11  inche, 

Feb. 

9.94 

Aug,  7.84 

March. 

3.83 

Sept.  5.63 

April. 

2.92 

Oct.  3.15 

May . 

3.35 

Nov.  6.78 

June. 

1.60 

Dec.  2.51 

Total  for  year 

- 56.89  inches. 

Average  daily  r 

a infall  - .155  inches. 

The 

District's  rainfall  during  the  last  10  years  ^ 

fellows : 

1941 

47.64 

1942 

47.18 

1943 

52.55 

1944 

47 . 13 

1945 

51.15 

1946 

67.78 

1947 

47.74 

1948 

61.72 

1949 

50.90 

1950 

56.89. 

as 


-2- 


# 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 


1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

Number  of  biiths 

150 

155 

173 

202 

169 

Birth  rate  nor 

_,00j  population 

15.0 

15.5 

17.4 

20.6 

17.3 

of 

The  totalAlive  births  registered  locally  during  1950  and 
allocated  to  this  district  was  60,  comprising  32  males  and 
28  females.  (See  table  I) 

The  number  of  inward  transferable  live  births  registered 
outside  this  district  was  90,  comprised  of  51  males  and  39 
females.  (3co  table  l! 

of 

The  total  live  births  assigned  to  this  district  for  1950 
iy  the  Registrar  General  was  150,  comprised  of  83  males  and 
67  females.  (Sec  table  I) 

The  number  of  legitimate  live  births  according  to  the 
Kogistrar  General’s  returns  was  144,  comprising  80  males  and 
61  females . 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  according  to  the 
Tegistra:.  General ! s returns  was  6,  comprising  3 males  and  3 
females. 

The  number  of  still  births  assigned  to  this  district  for 
. 950  V s ",  made  up  of  3 males  and  1 female  - all  legitimate. 

The  stillbirth  rates  per  1,000  population  for  the 
Administrative  County  of  Monmouthshire  and  the  Blaenyvon 
0 ?ban  District  wore  .58  and  ,40  respectively. 

There  wore  5 fev^or  births  in  1950  than  in  1949. 

The  natural  increase  ( i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths) 
‘or  1950  for  this  district  was  6. 
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Table  I.  Showing  tho  births  rogistorod  in  and  allocated  to 

the  Blaenavon  Urban  District  during  1950,  according 
to  sox,  month  and  quarter  of  occurronco,  together 
with  tho  inward  transferable  births. 


Month 

Mai  o 

Female 

Total 

Quarterly 

births 

Jan. 

1 

2 

3 

Fob. 

3 

1 

4 

18 

March. 

5 

6 

11 

April. 

2 

1 

3 

May. 

2 

3 

5 

11 

June. 

2 

1 

3 

July. 

2 

2 

4 

Aug. 

5 

4 

9 

18 

Sept . 

2 

3 

5 

Oct. 

4 

2 

6 

Nov. 

2 

2 

4 

13 

Doc. 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

32 

28 

60 

60 

Inward  trans- 

f erablo 

51 

39 

90 

births 

Grand  Totals 

! 

for  the  year 

83 

67 

150 

1950. 

I 

Comparative  birth  rates  for  1950 


Blaenavon  U.D. 

15.0 

Mo  roou  t h s h i r e 

(Admin. County ) 

17.4 

England  & Wales 

15.8 

-4- 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28827958 


I 


DEATHS 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

Number  of  Deaths 

144 

137 

116 

156 

122 

Estimated  mid- 
year populations 

9,981 

9,975 

9,922 

9,764 

9,797 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  population 

14.4 

13.7 

11.7 

15.8 

12.5 

Tho  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  this  district  for 
1950  was  144,  comprising  86  males  and  58  females.  This  figure 
shows  an  increase  of  7 deaths  over  1949  when  the  number  was  137. 

The  assignment  of  these  144  deaths  to  tho  various  causes  oi 
death  is  shown  in  table  II. 

There  was  no  death  duo  to  motor  vehicle  accidents  during  19r  -■ 
but  there  were,  however,  3 male  deaths  due  to  a flying  accident 
when  the  ’Rugby  Special'  crashed  near  Llandow  Airstrip  in  March, 
1950. 

Deaths  due  to  all  forms  of  cancer  claimed  17  (l0  males  and 
1 fomalcs),or  11.8%  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes. 

There  were  4 m£$lo  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  no 
deaths  from  non-pulnonary  tuberculosis. 

There  was  one  death  due  to  maternal  causes  during  1950. 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  non-pulnonary  tuberculosis, 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  cerobro-spinal  fever,  acute  polio- 
myelitis or  measles. 

The  crude  death  rate  (l.c.  tho  number  of  deaths  registered 
per  1,000  of  tho  population  per  annum)  for  1950  was  14.4. 

Comparative  death  -rates. 

Monmout hsh ire  ( Admin . County ) 12.3 

England  & Wales  11.6 

126  County  Boroughs  and 

great  towns  (Including  London)  12.3 
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Table  II.  Showing  tho  doaths  from  all  causes,  infant  deaths,  to., 
births  and  still-births  allocated  to  this  district  foi 
1950. 


Causes  of  doath 

M. 

F. 

1.  Tuborculosis , respiratory 

4 

mm 

2.  Tuborculosis,  othor 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

- 

4,  Diphtheria 

_ 

5.  Whooping  Cuugh 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 
7c  Acuto  poliomyelitis 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

0.  Moaslos 

M 

mm 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

10.  Malignant  no op 1 asm,  stomach 

- 

2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

mm 

12.  Malignant  nooplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  nooplasm,  utorus 

- 

1 

- 

2 

14,  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

8 

2 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

mm 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

1 

170  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

4 

13 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

4 

1 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

20.  Other  hoart  disease 

20 

20 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

22.  Influenza 

2 

- 

23 . Pneumonia 

3 

24,  Bronchitis 

10 

4 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

11 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenun 

1 

- 

27.  Gastritis , enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

28-  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

2 

Me  Hyperplasia  of  prostato 

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

- 

•- 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

5 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

— 

34.  All  other  accidents 

6 

1 

35.  Suicide 

1 

i 

•36.  Humic ide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

...... 

Total  all  causes 

86 

58 

Deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
Legitimate 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

- 

Total  births 

83 

67 

Legitimate  births 

80 

64 

Illegitimate  births 

3 

3 

Total  stillbirths 

3 

i 

i i 

Legitimate  stillbirths 

3 

i j 

Illegitimate  stillbirths 

i 

Estimated  population  - mid  1950  = 9,981 


Comm  r^bilitv  factors 

Births  Deaths 

1.11  1.04 
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INQUESTS 


There  were  19  inquests  during  the  year  P.nd  of  these  4 
wore  on  residents  who  died  outside  the  district. 

The  circunstancos  of  tho  depths  pro  analysed  and  arc 


as  follows:- 

Male 

Female 

Totnl 

Accidents  in  the  coal  mining  industry 

2 

- 

2 

Accidents  in  the  homo 

1 

- 

1 

Accidents  on  the  roads 

- 

- 

- 

Criminal  abortion 

- 

1 

1 

Industrial  disease  (i.o.  cardiac 
failure  due  to  pneumoconiosis) 

10 

- 

10 

Flying  accidents 

3 

- 

3 

Suicides 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

17 

2 

19 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


1950 

1949 

.1948 

1947 

1946 

Number  of  deaths  £ 

in  infants  under 
1 year  of  age. 

8 

8 

7 

11 

Number  of  live  births  150 

155 

173 

20£ 

169 

Infant  mortality  rate  13.3 

51.6 

46.  £ 

34.6 

65.1 

There  wore  2 infant  deaths  during  1950  as  compared  with 
8 for  1949. Tho  two  deaths  (males)  occurred  in  legitimate  .infants. 
Of  these  two  infant  deaths,  one  occurred  outside  the  district 
nnd  was  an  inward  transfer. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  this  district  was  only  13.3 
per  1,000  live  births  for  1950  as  compared  with  the  high  rate 
of  51.6  for  1949.  However,  this  low  rate  must  be  considered 
with  reserve  since  it  may  bo  just  a chance  happening  in  addition 
to  the  fact  that  wc  are  dealing  with  relatively  small  numbers 
which  make  those  statistics  unreliable. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  tho  Administrative  County  of 
Monmouth shire  for  1950  was  39.8. 

Table  III  gives  an  analysis  of  the  infant  deaths  for  1950 
by  cause  and  in  age  groups. 

T^.blc  IV  gives  a comparison  of  the  infant  mortality  rates 
for  tho  Blaonavon  Urban  District  with  England  and  Wales, 
Monmouthshire , etc.,  for  the  years  1949  and  1950. 

The  ’infant  mortality  rate’  is  the  number  of  deaths  in 
infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  registered  live  births. 
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T'-’ble  V Showing  vital  statistics  for  England  and  Wales, etc., 
the  Administrative  County  of  Monmouthshire,  Pontypool 
Urban  District  and  the  Biaenavon  Urban  District  for 
the  years  1949  and  1950, 


~W: 

!;l 

irth 

,000  t 

rates  per 
lonulation 

Death 
rate  per 

Death 
1 yea 

s undoj 
r per 

jjlive 

births 

still 

births 

live 

births 

st  ill 
births 

i,oc 

ulat 

)0  pop- 
ion. 

1,000 

birth 

live 

s 

1950  ' 

1950 

1949 

1949 

l950~ 

1949 

1950 

1949 

England  & V'/alcs 

15.8 

0.37 

16,7 

0.39 

11.6 

11.7 

29.8 

32.0 

126  Co. Boroughs 
and  Groat  Towns, 
including  London. 

17.6 

0.45 

18.7 

0,47 

12.5 

12.5 

33.8 

37.0 

148  Smaller  Towns 
(Resident  popul- 
ation 25,000  - 
50,000  at  1931 
census ) 

16.7 

0.38 

18,0 

0.40 

11.6 

11.6 

29.4 

30.0 

London  Administ- 

29.0 

rati vc  County 

17.8 

0.36 

18.5 

0.37 

11.8 

12.2 

26.3 

Administrat ive 
County  of  Mon- 
mouthshire . 

17.4 

0.58 

18.2 

0.58 

12.3 

12.1 

39.8 

42.7 

Pontypool  Urban 

0.54 

District 

17.3 

0.51 

17.4 

11.9 

12.5 

43.1 

37.8 

Biaenavon  Urban 

District 

15.0 

0.40 

15.5 

0.20 

14.4 

13.7 

13.3 

51.6 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Tho  District  was  very  free  from  the  occurrence  of 
notifiable  infectious  and  other  notifiable  diseases  during 
the  year  as  reflected  in  the  small  total  of  20  notifications 
roceived  from  general  practitioners.  These  notifications 
are  sot  out  in  table  VI. 


Scarlet  Fever 


There  were  nine  notifications  of  this  disease  during  the 
year,  including  one  case  following  burns  which  was  removed  to 
Tredegar  Isolation  Hospital  from  Nlaonnvon  Hospital.  All 
these  cases  occurred  sporadically  and  did  not  constitute  an 
outbreak. 


Who  on  in, a Cough 

Only  two  notifications  of  this  disease  were  notified. 


Measles . 

One  notification  was  received  for  this  disease,  tho  first 
since  1948,  when  the  district  had  its  last  outbreak  of 
epidemic  proportions. 


Hrvsipela  s 

Eight  notifications  of  this  disease  wore  received  during 
the  year.  Hospitalisation  is  seldom  now  required  for  this 
disease  as  domiciliary  treatment  with  antibiotic  or  sulpha 
drugs  is  both  effective  and  swift  in  its  action. 


It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  thero  woro  no  notification 
of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  during  1950.  It  is -also  to  tho 
district's  credit  that  there  wore  no  notifications  of  food 
poisoning  outbreaks  during  tho  year. 
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'-ibio  71.  Shoeing  the  notifiable  infectious  ^nd  oth^r  diseases  notified  during  1950  in  ^gc  groups,  ^nd  the  deaths 
which  occurred  , together  with  the  number  of  Hospital  admissions. 
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Table  Vll  Showing  the  number  of  eases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  last  5,  years. 


Disease 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

Small-pox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

9 

30 

34 

4 

3 

Typhoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  primaty 

- 

2 

4 

- 

1 

pneumonia 
Puerperal  pyrexia 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

Ocrebro- spinal  fever 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

6 

- 

3 

- 

Acute  polio- 
encephalitis 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Encephalitis 

lethargica 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

8 

3 

8 

1 

4 

Moasles 

1 

- 

397 

8 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

49 

6 

- 

5 

Food  poisoning 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Tho  Chest  Clinic  for  the  Blaonavon  District  is  situated 
at  the  Park  Buildings,  Town  Bridge,  Pontypool.  Dr.  H.  lames, 
Assistant  Chest  Physician  to  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board  (Tuberculosis  Division),  is  in  attendance  during  the 
forenoon  of  each  Tuesday  for  consultation  by  patients  referred 
by  their  general  practitioners.  Dr.  I ernes  also  visits  the 
Blaonavon  Hospital  to  interpret  chest  films  for  the  hospital 
medical  staff  in  addition  to  making  domiciliary  visits  when 
required. 

The  adult  and  child  contacts  of  tuberculous  eases  arc 
given  appointments  to  attend  the  Chest  Clinic,  either  at 
Newport  or  Pontypool,  where  arrangements  are  made  for  X-r^y 
and  mantoux  testing.  This  is  a most  important  aspect  of 
anti-tuberculosis  work  and  continuous  efforts  are  being 
nado  by  Health  Visitors,  Chest  Physicians  and  the  Area 
Medical  Officer  to  encourage  these  contacts  to  attend  the 
Chest  Clinic  for  the  necessary  chock  in  order  to  exclude 
a possible  primary  source  of  infection  in  the  household. 

Despite  all  these  efforts  it  is  still  not  uncommon  to  find 
tho  family  contacts  of  a newly  ascertained  ease  of  tuberculosis 
failing  to  attend  for  routine  chest  X-ray,  either  through 
apathy  or  fear. 

There  is  still  a long  waiting  period  between  the  time  of 
ascertainment  and  admission  to  sanatoria  unless  a ease 
warrants  early  hospitalisation  on  medical  grounds.  Such  eases 
arc  usually  admitted  to  general  hospitals  for  treatment,  after 
which  they  arc  discharged  homo  to  await  a sanatorium  bed  when 
a vacancy  arises. 

Rapid  advances  in  chest  surgery  during  recent  years,  couple 
with  the-  use  of  streptomycin  and  P.A.S.  has  much  improved  the 
prognosis  for  the  tuberculous  patient,  but  it  is  too  soon  yet 
to  judge  the  real  v°lue  of  theso  drugs  in  producing  a permanent 
oure  in  tuberculosis  generally. 
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T-^ble  IX 

Showing  the 
(all  forms ) 

monthly  notifications 
for  1950. 

of  tuberculos 

■Pulmonary 

Non- pulmonary 

Month 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

January 

1 

1 

February 

2 

- 

- 

2 

March 

n 

— 

_ 

- 

_ 

April 

— 

— 

— 

— 

May 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

•June 

1 

1 

— 

— 

M 

July 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

August 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

September 

1 

— 

1 

* 

— 

October 

— 

— 

— 

mmm 

November 

— 

— 

- 

— 

December 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

7 

2 

3 

2 

- 

Tablo  X Showing  the  number  of  persons  remaining  on  tho 
tuberculosis  register  of  tho  Blaenavon  Urban 
District  as  at  31.12.50 


Males 

Females 

Total 

"Tulmonary 

Non-pulnonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulnonary 

43 

16 

45 

5 

109 

Table  XI  Showing  the  Comparison  of  notifications  and  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  during  the  past  5 years. 


Pulmonary 

Non-nmlmonarv 

Total 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1946 

Notifications 

10 

7 

5 

0 

22 

Doaths 

1 

4 

1 

1 

7 

1947 

Notifications 

6 

9 

2 

0 

17 

Deaths 

3 

6 

3 

2 

14 

1948 

0 

Notifications 

9 

6 

1 

16 

Doaths 

3 

5 

1 

0 

9 

1949 

0 

Notifications 

8 

Q 

1 

17 

Deaths 

1 

2 

0 

0 

3 

1950 

0 

Notifications 

2 

3 

2 

7 

Deaths 

4 

G 

0 

0 

4 
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Table  XII  Showing  the  occupations  of  now  eases  of 

tuberculosis  in  males  notified  during  1950. 


Occupation 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Child  under  5yrs 

0 

2 

2 

Shopkeeper 

1 

0 

1 

Forces  (R.A.F. ) 

1 

0 

1 

Totals 

2 

2 

4 

Table  XIII  Shewing  the  occupations  of  the  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  in  females  notified  during  1950. 


Occupation 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

School 

1 

0 

1 

Factory  Worker 

1 

0 

1 

Housewife 

1 

0 

1 

Totals 

3 

0 

3 

Public  Health  (prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925 

No  action  was  required  under  the  above  regulations 
during  1950  since  no  tuberculous  employee  was  engaged  in 
the  milk  trade. 
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Tablo  XIV  Showing  tho  notification  ratos  and  death  rates  from 
tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  tho  estimated  population 
since  1938.  for  the  Blaenavon  u.D. 


Year 

Notification  rates  per  1,000 
•population 

Neath  rates  per  1,000 
•population. 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

1938 

2.93 

.30 

.51 

.00 

1939 

3.02 

.68 

.59 

.00 

1940 

2.11 

.48 

.67 

.10 

1941 

2.62 

.09 

.47 

.00 

1942 

1.00 

.40 

.79 

.10 

1943 

2.14 

.41 

.71 

.10 

1944 

2.54 

.41 

.61 

.21 

1945 

1.55 

.21 

.50 

.50 

1946 

• 

i — I 

.51 

.51 

.20 

1947 

1.54 

.20 

.92 

.51 

1948 

1.51 

.10 

.81 

.10 

1949 

1.61 

.10 

.30 

.00 

1950 

.50 

.20 

.40 

.00 

_ _ 
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Table  XV  Showing  the  admissions  and  discharges  to  institutions 
for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  during  1950. 


Admissions 

Discharges 

Institution 

Males 

Females' 

Males 

|. 

Females 

Energlyn  Hospital 

• 

* Ji 

i i' 

- |: 

i 

1 

Cardiff  City  Isolation 
Hospital 

- is 

i> 

!• 

^ j 

1 

1 

Chepstow  Annexe 

1 

1 " 1" 

3 

- 

Sully  Hospital 

5 

l _ I1 

} 

’ 

1 

1 

Talgarth 

- 

| M 

r 

s 

- 

Cefn  Mably 

\ ~ 

i' 

l 

i 

1 

Adelina  JPatti 

<•  - 

i 

- 

Swansea  Isolation 
Hospital. 

1 

! f 

! I;‘ 

" 

L !' 

- 

- 

Totals 

7 

1 

8 

4 
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~ IASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY  - GENERAL  PUBLIC 

During  1950  a mass  radiography  survey  of  the  general 
population  was  arranged  and  carried  out  during  July  by  a 
mobile  unit  of  the  Wolsh  Regional  Hospital  Board 
(Tuberculosis  Division),  sited  at  the  dressing  rooms  in 
the  Recreation  Grounds.  The  facility  was  made  generally 
available  to  all  persons  over  the  ago  of  14  yoars  but,  in 
special  circumstances,  the  service  was  available  to 
children  undor  14  yoars.  It  was  estimated  that  7,500 
(approx.)  of  the  district’s  population  would  bo  available 
to  take  advantage  of  the  survey. 

Bor  somo  weeks  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  unit  the 
survey  was  prominently  publicised  by  the  showing  of  a film 
on  mass  radiography  in  the  local  cinemas,  the  distribution 
of  large  timetable  posters  in  shops,  works'  and  colliery 
canteens,  and  in  general  practitioners'  surgeries,  in 
addition  to  the  distribution  of  a leaflet  and  timetable  to 
every  house  in  the  district.  The  help  of  the  general 
practitioners,  health  visitor,  district  nurses  and  midwives 
in  the  area  was  also  enlisted  since  it  was  felt  that  a word 
of  advice  in  the  households  visited  by  these  very  important 
members  of  the  community  would  produce  more  results  than  an 
avalanche  of  leaflets  and  posters.  In  addition,  a meeting 
v/as  arranged  between  representatives  of  every  organisation 
in  the  district  and  members  of  the  Biaenavon  Urban  District. 
Council,  when  the  Bublic  Relations  Officer  of  the  Mass 
Radiography  Service  and  the  Area  Medical  Officer  outlined 
the  purpose  behind,  the  survey  and  appealed  for  the  maximum 
attendance.  It  is  felt  that  this  mooting  contributed  in 
no  small  way  to  the  ultimate  success  of  the  survey. 

The  total  number  of  persons  x-rayed  was  2,298  (1213  males 
and  1085  forties)  which  represents  an  approximate  response 
of  30yi>.  It  must  be  notod  that  a number  of  people  from 
outside  the  Biaenavon  U.D . also  attended,  especially  colliery 
and  factory  workers  whoso  work  takes  them  into  the  district. 
The  response  generally  cannot  be  regarded  - otherwise  than  as 
very  encouraging  when  compared  with  that  of  other  areas  for 
general  population  mass  radiography  surveys.  Blans  have 
already  been  made  for  a repeat  visit  during  1951  if  the  Welsh 
Regional  Hospital  Board  can  provide  a mobile  unit. 

Tables  XVI  and  XVII  give  a detailed  analysis  of  the 

survey. 
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Table  XVII  Showing  details  of  '’Other  Abnormalities”  listed 
under  Tc)  in  table  XVI. 


Pneumoconiosis 

Total 

92 

Male 

92 

Female 

Healed  Post  Primary  P.T. 

26 

7 

19 

Silico-Tuberculosis 

14 

14 

- 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

14 

11 

3 

Cardio  Vascular  Disease  -acquired 

12 

4 

8 

Healed  Primary  P.T. 

10 

7 

3 

Bronchiectasis 

6 

2 

4 

Ploural  Thickening 

6 

2 

4 

Pulmonary  Fibrosis 

3 

3 

- 

Bony  Abnormality 

2 

- 

2 

Pneumonitis 

1 

1 

- 

Hydatid  Cyst 

1 

- 

1 

Inoperable  Growth  . 

1 

- 

1 

Thyroid 

1 

- 

1 

Empyema 

1 

1 

- 

Abnormality  of  Diaphragm 

1 

1 

- 

TOTALS 

191 

145 

46 

Failed  to  attend  for  large  film 

10 

8 

2 

Failed  to  attend  for  interview 

4 

2 

2 
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Mr 3 3 Radiographic  Survey  and  Mantoux  Testing  carried  out  at 
a Modern  Secondary  School  in  Biaenavon  during  1950, 


During  the  year  it  came  to  the  riotico  of  the  Area  Modical 
Officer  that  tho  childron  attending  a Modern  Secondary  School 
in  tho  district  had  boon  exposed  to  risk  of  inf ection'from  an 
open  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  which  necessitated  a search 
within  tho  school  to  discover  if,  in  fact,  any  such  infection 
had  occurred . 

Arrangements  were  mado  with  Dr.M.I.  Jackson,  Chest 
rhysician  to  tho  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  (Tuberculosis 
Division) , to  carry  out  a mantoux  test  on  every  child  and  on 
the  teaching  staff  up  to  the  ago  of  25  years.  This  was 
followod  by  a mass  radiographic  survey  of  the  whole  school 
and  tho  results  woro  as  follows • - 

Mantoux  Testing  Results  - Funils 


Nuial 

bor  Tos 

bod 

r 70  positive 

Number  Mantoux  Positive  !;  of  total 

Male 

B'omalo 

j Total 

Mai  c 

Female 

Total  1 tosted 

* ...  1 . . . 

205 

162 

i 367 

ii 

59 

52 

: • 

111  ’ 30.2$ 

Dr.M.I,  Jackson  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  figure  of 
30>  positives  is  not  unduly  high  for  a district  such  as 
’lacn°von  when  compared  with  tho  results  he  has  obtained 
in  similar  areas. 

Mass  Radiography  Results  - Sunils 

Total  X-rayed  Under  15vrs  15  - 24yrs  No . found  Abnorma 2 

Males : Females  Males i Females  _ of  total 
364  187  • 130  25  : 22  Mai  os  f~  ff'oniai  os 

10  " i 7 


No. nee  ding  further  observation 
for  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
Mel  o s *•  Females 

3 1 


X-ray  Results  - Staff. 

All  the  teaching  staff  were  x-rayed  and'  their  films  wore 
satisfactory. 
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CLEM  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 


# 


In  my  Annual  Report  for  1949  it  was  stated  that  a Clean 
Food  Traders’  Guild  had  been  set  up  in  the  Biaenavon  Urban 
District  during  that  year.  The  first  applications  from  traders 
wishing  to  become  members  of  the  Guild  wore  received  at  the 
beginning  of  1950,  and,  apart  from  the  initial  interest  shown 
by  the  traders  and  trades  organisations,  enthusiasm  over  the 
project  ■ began  to  flag  very  quickly.  This  waning  of  interest  is, 
of  course,  one  of  the  groat  difficulties  in  connection  with 
Guilds  of  this  kind  and  is  not  peculiar  to  Biaenavon  alone. 

At  tho  close  of  1950  there  wero  139  food  shops  and 
promises  in  tho  Biaenavon  Urban  District,  and  in  only  34  cases 
had  application  boon  made  for  membership  of  tho  Guild.  This 
was  tho  response  received  after  three  separate  appeals  had 
been  made  to  the  traders,  in  addition  to  requests  made  to 
the  trade  organisations  for  support. 

Number  and  Classification  of  Food  Shops  and  Premises  in  the 
Biaenavon  U.  D . 


Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  30 

Confectionery,  Ice  Cream,  Milk  etc.  29 
Greengrocery,  Fishmongery  etc.  15 

Butchers’  Shops  11 

Fried.  Fish  Shops  8 

Cafos  and  Restaurants  5 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  4 

Cooked  Moat  Shops  4 

1'ublic  Houses  28 

Clubs  5 

Total  139 


Number  and  Classification  of  Applications  for  Membership 
received  during  1950. 


Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  8 
Confectionery,  Ice  Cream,  Milk. etc.  8 
Greengrocery,  Fishmongery  etc.  1 
Butchers'  Shops  4 
Fried  Fish  Shops  4 
Cafes  and  Restaurants  2 
Bakers  and  Confectioners  2 
Cooked  Meat  Shops  1 
Licensed  Victuallers  4 

TOTAL  34 


Twenty-throe  of  the  thirty- four  applicants  wore  recommend'"'" 
and  accepted  for  membership  on  thoir  first  application;  eleven 
were  not  recommended  and  failed  to  obtain  membership  in  conseq- 
uence of  failuro  to  comply  with  tho  standards  laid  down  for 
guild  membership.  Four  of  tho  eleven  have,  since  the  time  of 
thoir  first  application,  carriod  out  remedial  measures  at  their 
premises  and  wore  recommended  and  accepted  for  membership  on  a 
second  application. 

The  position,  therefore,  at  tho  end  of  the  year  was  that 
34  applications  had  been  received,  twenty-soven  of  which  wore 
admitted  to  membership,  while  seven  failed  to  gain  admission. 
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Cl as sification  of  the  successful  and  unsuccessful  applicants 
during  1950 . 

Successful  Unsuccessful . 


Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  7 1 

Confectionery . Ice  Cream,  Milk. etc.  7 1 


Greengrocery,  f ishrriongcry 
Butchers 

fried  fish  Shops 
Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Cooked  Meat  Shops 
I'ublic  Houses 
Clubs 

Totals 


etc.  1 0 

4 0 

3 1 

3 0 

1 1 

0 1 

1 1 

1 1 


27  7 


It  will  to  seer,  shat  the  total  of  34  applications  out 
cf  a possible  139  represents  a 24%  response.  It  will  also 
bo  noted  that  the  percentage  of  applicant!].-  who  wore 
successful  in  gaining  membership  of  the  Guild  (27  out  of 
a possible  139)  was  19%. 

The  position,  therefore,  is  open  for  considerable 
improvement  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Traders  of  this  Urban 
district  will  come  forward  and  support  the  Biaenavon  Clean, 
food  Traders* Guild  more  favourably  during  the  coming  year. 


Byelav;s  for  securing  the  obsorvance  of  Sanitary  and 
dleanly  Conditions  and  Practices  in  Connection  with  tho 
Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  food  and  Bale  of  food 

in  the  Open  Air. 

The  above  bywlaws  were  adopted  by  this  ’Authority 
■uring  the  year. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


t 


National  Health  Service  Act.  1946. 


The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  is  the  rosponsihle 
Authority  within  this  district  for  tho  provision  of  Local 
Health  Services  under  iart  III  of  tho  above  Act. 


National  Assistance  Act.  1948 . 

No  action  was  necessary  under  tho  provision  of  Soc.47  of 
the  above  Act  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons 
in  need  of  care  and  attention. 


Water  Supply 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  water  supply  to  the 
District  during  1950,  so  that  tho  comments  in  my  Annual 
Noport  for  1949  arc  still  applicable.  Fifteen  samples  of 
raw  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  during 
the  ye  -r  and  6 of  these  wene  not  up  to  the  dosiirablo  standard. 
One  sample  of  treated  water  was  satisfactory. 


1 u b 1 i c Swimr , i n a Baths 

Tho  district  is  well  provided  for  in  this  respect  as  stated 
in  my  Annual  Report  for  1949. 


Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  method  of  refuse  disposal 
which  is  still  that  of  uncontrolled  tipping.  The  adoption  of 
the  controlled  tipping  method  of  refuse  disposal  cannot  be  too 
strongly  advocated. 


Scweravo 

During  tho  year  tho  work  on  the  main  trunk  sewer  and  on  tho 
Bleonavon  subsidiary  sewers  has  progressed  further  towards 
finality.  Work  h°s  been  somewhat  retarded  by  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather  a nd  the  inconvenience  due  to  street  excavations 
prolonged.  However,  the  major  part  of  the  work  has  now  boon 
completed  and  restoration  of  the  highways  begun.  The  completion 
of  this  sowerage  scheme  will  satisfy  a requirement  from  the 
public  health  aspect  which  has  been  long  overdue  in  the  Blaon^vo^ 
Area. 
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irovision  of  adequate  closet  accommodation  Section  44, 

Tublic  Health  Act.  1956. 

During  the  year  this  Authority  passed  a resolution 
requiring  owners  to  provide  adequate  and  separate  closet 
accomodation  for  every  dwelling  house  within  its  area. 

The  implementation  of  this  resolution  is  proving  quite  a 
formidable  problem  which  is  being  very  ably  dealt  with 
indoed  by  the  Council’s  S-nitary  Inspector,  Mr  W.  A.  Curtis. 

Tho  size  of  the  undertaking  must  be  considered  against  a 
background  of  worn  out  properties,  coupled  with  lack  of 
space  and  the  fact  that  previously,  in  so  many  instances, 
one  closot  served  a number  of  houses. 

The  Council  have  taken  a very  progressive  step  in 
putting  an  end  to  this  travesty  of  community  hygiene  whereby  one 
inconveniently  sited  closot  sorves  a number  of  households. 

It  gives  cause  for  satisfaction  to  report  that  progress 
in  this  matter  has  boon  very  satisfactory. 


xublic  Cleansing  Station. 

There  is  no  public  cleansing  station  in  the  County  of 
Monmouthshire,  and  it  is  recommended  that  this  Authority 
should,  in  conjunctionwith  the  other  District  Sanitary 
Authorities  within  the  Administrative  County,  approach 
the  County  Council  with  a view  to  joint  action  in  tho 
provision  of  such  a centre. 
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HOUSING 
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The  matter  of  the  provision  of  more  housing  accommodation 
remains  an  urgent  item  for  this  Authority  to  relieve  over- 
crowding and  enable  clearance  of  the  older  dwellings  which  are 
overdue  for  demolition. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  number  of  houses  owned 
by  this  Authority  at  tho  end  of  1950,  and  the  number  of  houses 
croctcd  during  tho  year. 

Table  XVIII 


Temporary 

pre-fab. 

Permanent 

pre-fab 

Traditional 

Total 

No. of  houses 
! owned  by  L.A. 
on  31.12.50 

50 

50 

270 

370 

No. of  L.A. houses 
in  course  of 
erection  on 
31.12.50 

14 

14 

No. of  houses  for 
which  sanction 
has  been  given 
but  which  had  not 
i been  commnoccd 
1 on  31.12.50 

26 

- 

26 

•Table  XIX 

Total  number  of  houses  erected  during  1950 . 


lrl 

temporary 

pre-fab 

Permanent 

pre-fab 

Traditional 

• 

By  Local  Authority 

- 

16 

.By  private  enterprise 

- 

- 

5 

Total 

- 

- 

21 
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Tr-bio  XX  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  gross  overcrowding, 
and  overcrowding  coupled  with  tuberculosis , reported 
on  during  1949  and  1950  (total  - 34  cases)  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  tho  action  taken  by 
the  Local  Authority  up  to  May  1951. 


Year 

Tuberculosis 

and 

Overcrowding 

Overcrowding 

otc. 

Do. Rehoused 
tTubercul- 
osis  & over- 
crowding ) 

Do. Rehoused 
(Overcrowd- 
ing 

Total 

Rehoused 

1949 

4 

20 

1 

2 

3 

1950 

6 

4 

1 

4 

5 

1949 

<Sc 

1950 

10 

24 

2 

20fc 

6 

257c 

8 

23 . 5/c 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  XX  that  10  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
coupled  with  overcrowding  were  reported  oil  during  1949  and  1950 , 
and,  so  far,  2,  or  20yc,  have  been  rehoused  by  this  Authority. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  24  cases  of  overcrowding,  with- 
out mention  of  tuberculosis,  were  reported  on  and,  so  far,  six 
have  been  rehoused  , which  ropresents  25/* 

Of  the  total  (34)  of  those  families  recommended  for  urgent 
rehousing,  8,  or  23.57c,  have  so  far  been  successful. 

In  addition  to  those  shown  as  rehoused  on  the  above  table 
two  families  solved  their  housing  problem  by  finding  their  own 
alternative  accommodation. 

It  is  most  important  that  every  Local  Authority  concerned 
with  housing  should  realise  its  responsibility  and  make  a 
special  effort  to  rehouse,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  those 
cases  of  tuberculosis  living  under  overcrowded  conditions  who 
arc  brought  forward  by  the  Public  Health  Department  for  prioity 
treatment  in  an  effort  to  prevent  further  dissemination  of 
infection  to  the  rest  of  the  household. 
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Factories  Act.  1957. 


The  following  tables  show  the  inspections  made  of 
factories  during  the  year  relative  to  the  maintenance  of 
provisions  for  health. 

Conditions  were  found  to  bo  generally  satisfactory, 
and  whore  defects  were  found,  remedial  action  was  promptly 
taken. 

Tabic  XXI  Showing  the  number  of  factories  and  inspections 
’thereof  carried  out  during  1950, 


Number 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

• 

Writteii 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(l)Factorios  in  which 
sects. 1,2, 3, 4 & 6 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority. 

8 

20 

- 

- 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (l)  to 
which  Sec. 7 is 
enforced  by  the  L.A. 

29 

54 

- 

- 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec. 7 is  enfor- 
ced by  the  L.A. 
(excluding  out-workers 
promises ) 

- 

- 

1 

Total 

37 

74 

- 

- 

Table  XXII  Showing  the  defects  found  in  factories  and  action 
taken. 


Particulars 


Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l.) 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature (S.3) 

Inadequate  Ventil- 
ation ($.4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  ( S . 6 ) 

Spnitary  conveniences 
(S.7 ) (a )Insuf f icient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork ) 

Total 


Number  of  defects 


Found 


Remedied 


Referred  by 
H.Ii.  Inspector 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Number  of 
RrosectLt-< 
ions . I 


Nil 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  control  of  rodents  and  other  pests  has  now  become  an 
important  branch  of  Public  Health  work,  and  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  makes  it  obligatory  for  every  local 
apriority  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure,  so 
far  as  is  practicable, that  their  district  is  kept  free  from 
rats  and  mice. 

The  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Rodent  Officer  for 
the  area,  and  a full  time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed  to  carry 
out  the  duties  of  Rodent  Control. 

Every  effort  was  made  throughout  the  year  to  deal  with  this 
problem;  systematic  inspections  of  the  various  premises  in  the 
district  wore  carried  out,  and  all  complaints  received  regarding 
the  presence  of  rats  and  mice  were  investigated  and  dealt  with 
accordingly. 

The  sowers  in  the  district  were  treated  twice  during  the  year, 
in  march  and  October,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  these  sewer 
treatments  have  a direct  bearing  upon  the  number  and  degree  of 
surface  infestation. 

The  following  report  shows  the  prevalence  of  rats  and  mice 
in  the  area  and  the  measures  of  control  taken  by  the  Authority 
from  31st  march  to  31st  December,  1950. 

PREVALENCE  OF  RATS  & NICE . 


Type  of  Property 

Total 

Notified 
by  occup- 
ier Col  1 

Pound  by 
inspect- 
ion Col2 

Total- 

Cols 

1&2 

tfumbor  info si 

tod  b 

Rats 
Ma.i  or 

Rats 

Minor 

Mice 

only 

Council  Property 

28 

- 

25 

25 

- 

25 

Dwelling  Houses 

2722 

19 

15 

34 

- 

31 

3 

Business  Premises 

229 

2 

2 

4 

- 

3 

1 

Agricultural 

Property 

22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

3001 

21 

42 

63 

Nil 

59 

4 

MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  TAKEN  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  - INDIVIDUAL  PREMISE. 3 


Typo 

of 

Property 

Number 

of 

Proper- 

ties 

inspect 

cd 

dumber 

of 

inspec 

tions 

made 

No. of  I 
served 
Soctioj 
Treat- 
ments 

Notices 
under 
1 4 
Works 

Numbc 
carri 
By  ai 
ment 
occur 

;r  of  t 
.cd  out 
'range 
with 
icr 

roatment' 

Under  Sr 
5 (l) 

Rats 

Mice 

only 

Rats 

Mi  o r 
011I 

Council 

Properties 

67 

84 

- ' 

- 

25 

- 

- 

- 

dwelling 

Houses 

856 

1012 

- 

- 

34 

3 

- 

- 

Business 

Premises 

267 

305 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

Agricultural 

Properties 

30 

39 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

1220 

1440 

Nil 

Nil 

63 

4 

nu  ; 

NjJ 

MEASt  LE 3 OF  CONTROL  TAKEN  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  - BLOCK  TREATMENTS 


Block  treatments  of  properties  in  different  occupancies  under 
Section  6 (l)  or  by  informal  arrangement. 


— 

Type  of  Property 

Number 

of 

Blocks 

r 

Surface 

- 

Associated  sewers 

' 

Number  of 

separate 

occupancies 

Number  of  manholes 
Treated 

Council  Property 

- 

- 

Dwelling  Houses 

- 

- 

- 

Business  Premises 

— 

— 

— 

A ricultural  Properties 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

« 


Food/  & Dru^s  Act,  1958. 

The  Blacnavon  Urban  District  Council  is  not  a Food 
and  Drugs  Authority  under  the  above  Act  and  tho  functions 
of  such  'an  Authority  within  this  District  arc  undertaken 
by  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

Attendance  at  Confer one os  durl ng_ . 1950 , 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  not  delegated  by 
this  Authority  to  attend  any  conference  or  sessional 
mooting  of  the  Koyal  S-nitary  Institute  during  tho  year0 


In  conclusion  I would  thank  Mr.  W.  A,  Curtis,  the 
Council's  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  helpfulness  during 
tho  past  year  which  has  been  much  appreciated. 

Mr.  Curtis  had  a serious  setback  during  the  year  when 
he  was  ill  for  several  months  and  had  to  undergo  a major 
operation.  The  district  is  fortunate^  in  possessing  such 
a conscientious  Sanitary  Inspector  as  Mr.  Curtis,  and  I am 
sure  we  all  wish  him  the  best  of  health  for  the  future. 

I would  also  place  on. record  the  helpfulness  of  the 
Councills  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  G-.  C.  E.  Ihomas,  who, 
during  the  long  absence  of  Mr.  Curtis,  was  always  ready 
to  lend  a helping  hand.  His  help  during  the  Mass  Radio- 
graphy Survey  was  particularly  appreciated. 


Yours  obediently. 


MEDICAL  WFICEU  0 FJEEfl 


